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RECEIVED APR 1 1 208

Richard Mathews

Program Manager- Naaonal Organic Program
UsDA-AMS- TMP-NOP

Room 4008-South Building

140K Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, DU 202500020

Re: Support of NOSHs recommendation for a rale change

Prear Mr, Mathews _
T am wisting to express full support of the National Organic Standards Board's recomimendation for a rale change & the
MNOSBs prdance draft reparding pastore requitements for the Natiosad Organic Program. As a consamer, | demand that the

- USDA ompamse m:aimpmsmts the true meating of “omanic” which inclades pasturing of animaly as euitined in the
Otgan' i Foods Production Act of 1940 and the National ( IrEanG ]’tﬂgt' iy Seaanchards,

Providing cows with aceess to pasture assures that organic principles are being met, with an istersehated systern between the
‘antmals and the land, workmg from the soil up 0 promaote an interdependent comramity. Pastone prowides benefits w0 cows
that inclode improved foot and leg strength, reduced breeding problems, Jess sixess, Jower colling rates, and enhanced
immunity. Ruminants with access fo pastare belp ensire an orgadic production system that provides Fvmg conditions thar
aliow ankmals o satisfy thelr nanial behavior patterns, provides the animals with prevenintive bealth care benefits, and
improves bumane animal care and their welfare,

These benefits are passed dowin to consumers throngh more nutritions il A recent stody conducted by the Danish Institate
of Agriculiueal Research tested mitk from cows farmed oxganically and found that it was 50% bigher o Vinmin B, 5% higher
in betx cavetene and higher in omega 5 essential fatry acide than conventional milk. This stody tied these gualities 1o organic
cows having roose 10 graze and a dict bigh i forage, fiesh grass and clover. .

"Arumals etifizing pasture naterally aleo avoid the coneentratios of masure issues associmied with dy Jot prodinciion. Allowing
the cows 10 go to their food miber than bringing feed 1o the cows sobatantially reduces the use of son-renewable resouces
ang machmery required for feed tansportation.

Responsible sctive management of quality pasmree s an excelent way to mprove soil quality. Careful masageenent of pastuge
ensures mamns widizaton of the capture of solar energy, the basis of growing food. Allowing sonee pasture areas to be
fallow for 2 portion of the season benefits biodiversiy by providing habitar for prasshand birds
1 firmly believe requiring pastire for mminants promotes a sustainable agricultural system, providing maliple benefits to the
animals, envizeonment and consurners of oxg?nim prodocts. For these reasons, | reguest that the National Organie Progam
accepts the NOSHs recommendation for a rule change and the doaft pridance domament hat siates graved feed must provide
» signiticant portion of total feed requirements, including dunng the stage of Iactation. Thebe Standards are expected of orpanic

- tarms, 2nd tood marketed snder the USDA orpanic seal, and should not be compromised.
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